Horsing Around!

or nearly 200 years, the horse was the only
P supply of “horsepower” on the farm. Until the
tractor was invented in the early 1900s,
workhorses pulled farm equipment over nearly
every acre of soil planted.
Spanish explorers first brought horses here.
American Indians soon found horses useful for
hunting and traveling. As settlers arrived, they
depended on horses in many ways. Transportation,
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A good team of draft horses costs less
than even a small tractor, and horses
“burn” hay rather than expensive fuel.
They can work in mud, deep snow

pulling heavy wagons, clearing the land, plowing
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FARMING THOMAS JEFFERSON’S WAY @

He set up a grist mill there, and experimented with

®)
e remember Thomas Jefferson as the main
author of| the Declaration of Independence. rotating of crops.
APy I Jefferson didn’t care that cotton was replacing
tobacco as the most important crop. He quit growing
tobacco to grow wheat. He believed that America’s

made the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. Minnesota is
future lay in producing crops and goods that would

one of the states carved out of this vast wilderness.

Jefferson's father died when he was 14, leaving him
some slavesand 2,700 acres of land. An inventor and make the new nation self-sufficient.
lawyer, he also studied science, math, agriculture, . :
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his Virginia plantation, Monticello, where he
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designed an elegant house.

birthday of the United States. o






